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December 7, 8 2018 Friday/Saturday) 5-9 pm.  The 35th Christmas in the Adobes.  

February 10 (Sunday), 2-4 pm.  A Valentine Party and Literary Salon to discuss The Treas-

ure of Franchard, a short story by RLS.  Meet at the home of Maureen and Hugo Bianchini, 309 

Mar Vista, Monterey.  Bring a finger food to share.  

March 31 (Sunday), 2-4 pm.  Share your thoughts on a favorite poem from A Child’s Garden 

of Verses.  Meet at The Park Lane, 200 Glenwood Circle, Monterey.  

May 18 (Saturday), 4-6 pm.  Fourth Annual Anniversary Tea in the Stevenson House garden 

to honor the marriage of Louis and Fanny. 

June (date to be announced).  Film or Field trip  (details later).  

August 3-4 (Saturday-Sunday). Scottish Festival at the Monterey Fairgrounds.  

August 31 (Saturday), 4-6 pm. Annual lecture and fund raiser in support of MSHPA (topic to 

be announced).  

October 5 (Saturday), 5:30-7:30 pm. Annual dinner and election of board officers at Hacien-

da Carmel.  

November (date to be announced). Unbirthday party for RLS at Monterey Public Library. 

December 13-14, 2019 (Friday-Saturday), 5-9 pm. 36th Christmas in the Adobes.  
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NEWSLETTER 

The Never Ending RLS Adventure 
 When thinking about a President’s message for this  

newsletter, I could not help but be reminded how travelling in the 

“Footsteps of RLS” leads us to new friends, adventures, exotic plac-

es, stimulating reading and food for thought.   

 Who would have thought that A Child’s Garden of Verses or 

Treasure Island would link us to every corner of the world from  

Japan to Canada, from Switzerland, France and Italy to Scotland,  

Tahiti, Hawaii and Samoa; to islands and mountains, oceans and 

rivers, deserts, cities and imaginary places.   

 Whether it is meeting visitors, local and from around the world, at the Stevenson House 

when we volunteer to keep the house open, or whether it is by actually traveling to these far-

flung places, whether we sit in a cozy armchair and read RLS stories or tales about his life or 

letters from RLS friends, we all have one thing in common:  to know Stevenson means to have 

friends around the world.   

 I was acutely reminded of this during our most recent Annual Dinner for the RLS Club of 

Monterey when Mitchell Manson and Rex Homer adjusted their world tour to be with us and 

share their own adventures and passion for RLS.  Edinburgh will never be the same after  

listening to Mitchell’s presentation, all through the eyes of Robert Louis Stevenson.  Well Done! 

        

Monica Hudson  

Save These Dates for Upcoming RLS Events 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Robert_Louis_Stevenson_by_Sargent.jpg
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Springtime is Tea Time 

 The Stevenson House garden came to life on May 19th during 

the Club’s third annual Wedding Anniversary Tea for Louis and 

Fanny.  

 Club member Amy Krupski provided romantic background 

music on her harp amidst beautifully decorated tables and chairs. 

Tea sandwiches, homemade scones, and delicious sweets were con-

tributed by members.  

 For a special treat this year, excerpts from Fanny’s Samoan 

diary were read by Keith Decker and Teresa Del Piero to highlight 

the Stevenson’s marriage.  The audience was mesmerized!   

 Michael Green, Harold Krotzer, and audience volunteers gen-

erated laughs and wonder as they entertained us with magic tricks.  

 Thanks to everyone who made the occasion successful.  
 

          

                     

                   as Louis and Fanny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a beautiful day in June, twenty-five RLS Club members enjoyed a very interesting visit to 

Point Pinos Lighthouse where two friendly and informative guides showed us around. This is 

the lighthouse that RLS visited “in a wilderness of sand” in 1879.  Many improvements and ad-

ditions have recently been made to the museum inside the lighthouse, one being the video room 

where we learned the history of Point Pinos, the longest operating lighthouse on the west coast. 

Later we took a short stroll to the Point Pinos Grill where we had a nice lunch and met new 

members; one was Robin Chapman who gave a brief talk about her new book soon to be re-

leased. 

 Point Pinos Lighthouse Event 
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On October 6, the annual gathering of the RLS Club 

got off to a pleasant start at Hacienda Carmel with 

good-natured socializing followed by a delicious din-

ner of fish or chicken.  The thirty people in attend-

ance more than filled the room.  Ruth Ann Krotzer 

did a splendid job of organizing the event and deco-

rating the tables, while Monica Hudson adeptly 

chaired the business meeting and introduced the 

guests.  A chorus of “ayes” approved the 2019 slate 

for Board of Directors which consists of the same 

dedicated volunteers as last year plus the addition of 

Elizabeth Anderson, one of our enthusiastic new 

members.  (see Board Roster, page 6) 

 

Our guest speakers, Rex Homer and Mitchell Man-

son, proud members of the RLS Club of Edinburgh, 

Scotland, introduced a slide presentation based on 

Stevenson’s work of 1878, Edinburgh: Picturesque 

Notes.  Mitchell read the words of RLS while the au-

dience viewed images he had taken of the beautiful 

old city.    
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Good Times at the Annual Dinner  

Once again, the Monterey Public Library hosted a 

birthday celebration for the famous author who 

gave away his birthday.  The “UnBirthday” of RLS 

was held on Saturday, three days before his actual 

birthdate of November 13.  As usual the RLS Club 

co-hosted the event by providing cake and enthusi-

asm.  Our very own actor/playwright Keith Decker 

read Stevenson’s words as the audience viewed im-

ages he would have seen during his 1879 stay in 

Monterey. Over 30 people attended this presenta-

tion which was free to the public. 

 

The Club welcomed Ellie Anderson, who is now coordinating MPL special events, with an RLS 

Club lapel pin and a bottle of Martinelli's apple cider.  We look forward to working with Ellie 

in the future.  

UnBirthday Party Celebrated at Monterey Public  

Library 

Main speaker Mitchell Manson   

Scottish guest Rex Homer with new board  

member Elizabeth Anderson  

Stevenson House, c.1880  
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 On August 25, the main room of the Stevenson House was filled to capacity with an audi-

ence eager to learn the untold story of Jules Simoneau’s first five decades.  Simoneau was al-

ready 50 years old when he opened his French Restaurant in Monterey and befriended bohe-

mian artists and writers, most notably Robert Louis Stevenson.  The featured speaker, Clau-

dine Chalmers, historian, author, and expert on French immigration to California, shared her 

research on Simoneau’s years in France, San Francisco, and beyond. 

 Born in Nantes, France in 1820, Simoneau was the son of a prosperous “nailer,” a maker 

of nails for horseshoes.  Contrary to legend, Jules did not attend the Sorbonne; he may have at-

tended no university at all since one did not exist in his city.  However, it was customary for 

wealthy families to educate their children through private tutors.  Like Stevenson, he was a lov-

er of books.  When Jules was 26 years old, his father died, leaving him to run the family busi-

ness. It is likely this heavy responsibility did not appeal to a young man with wanderlust. Fur-

thermore, the political upheaval of 1848 throughout Europe undermined his commitment to the 

ideals of the French Revolution: liberty, equality and fraternity.  In 1850, Jules Simoneau, 

along with other rebellious young men, was boarded onto a ship at Le Harve sailing to Califor-

nia. 

 Arriving in San Francisco, Simoneau took no interest in mining gold; money was never 

what motivated him.  He found work as a chemist at a French Pharmacy in the city and later as 

an engineer at a Soda Works factory.  Popular as a health drink, soda water was made from car-

bonated water mixed with herbs, roots and flavors.  During his years creating elixirs and taking 

on other odd jobs, he found time to wander up and down California and into Nevada.  He was 

curious about the Comstock Lode and visited Virginia City at the same time Mark Twain was 

writing controversial columns in the local paper. During his first visit to Monterey, Simoneau 

allegedly said that the town left him unimpressed; little was happening so he decided to stay.  

Jules made a place for himself in the old capital, shared his native cuisine and hospitality with 

anyone who walked through his door, and found a friend who landed him in literary history.  

Lindy Perez  
 

The Early Years of Jules Simoneau 

Claudine Chalmers Simoneau Display at Stevenson House 
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Publishing News and Robert Louis Stevenson 

New member Robin Chapman has just had a book published by the 

History Press, Historic Bay Area  

Visionaries , which includes a chapter on Robert Louis Stevenson in 

Monterey. Her book tells true tales of six  

fascinating people from 1781 to 1915, highlighting their impact on 

California—and California’s impact on them. Stevenson is featured in 

Chapter Three: The Vision of Adventure.  

 

“I have long been interested in Stevenson’s story,” says Robin, a Cali-

fornia native and longtime journalist. “But it wasn’t until I was re-

searching my book California Apricots: The Lost Orchards of Silicon 

Valley (History Press 2013), that I understood the part Stevenson 

played in the preservation of the Carmel Mission. His journey across 

6,000 miles in pursuit of Fanny Osbourne provides the romantic 

framework of the story; but his role in helping to save the historic 

adobes and missions of California gives this journey another layer of meaning.” Robin’s book,  

Historic Bay Area Visionaries , is available now on Amazon, and at the Custom House Store Φ   

 

 

A Must-See Website 

While we are proud of our club’s website, rlsclubmonterey.org , managed by board member Pat-

rick Gallagher, we urge everyone to check out robert-louis-stevenson.org.   This website is 

the most comprehensive world-wide resource for Stevenson lovers.   
 

We recently discovered a new RLS biography being published in installments on the website by 

the veteran Scottish journalist Jeremy Hodges.  The intriguing title is Lamplit, Vicious Fairy 

Land.  Chapter 23 in the book (on Monterey) is excellent. 

All new members of the RLS Club should receive A Welcome Booklet for Members of the Robert 

Louis Stevenson Club of Monterey.  Unfortunately, we ran out of copies mid-year.  We will have 

a fresh supply of the booklets very soon, so if you would like one, please contact Edna Barker at 

ukedna@gmail.com or call her at (831) 333-6917. 

Reprinting of “Welcome Booklet” is on the Way! 

Still Growing 

The RLS Club of Monterey welcomes 10 new members to the friendliest club in town: 

Miriam Aguilar, Geneva Blumenthal, Robin Chapman, Susan Miller, June Payne, Ted Pierce, 

Samantha Reed, Christina Scofield, Carolyn Sharp, and Sharon Sieve. 

mailto:ukedna@gmail.com
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Board Members of the RLS Club of Monterey 2019 

President:  Monica Hudson 

66 Highway 1, Carmel, CA 93923 

(831) 238-3374    

monicahudson@gmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Ruth Ann Krotzer 

3001 Jean Street, Marina, CA 93933 

(831) 601-1894    

rkrotzercolts@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  Lindy Perez 

P.O. Box 51504, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

(831) 333-9316    

lindycap@yahoo.com 

 

Recording Secretary:  Bende Kelly 

22670 Gallant Fox Road, Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 649-1750    

bendekelly@sbcglobal.net 

 

Corresponding Secretary:  Edna Barker 

1076 Haviland Terrace, Seaside, CA 93955 

(831) 333-6917    

ukedna@gmail.com 

 

Website Manager:  Patrick Gallagher 

4938 Portalis Way, Anacortes, WA, 98221  

(408) 483-9366   

wpgallagher.home@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter:   Bob Jaques 

83 Via Encanto, Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 375-0517  

bobj83@comcast.net 

 

Board Members-at-Large:   

Rosemary Smith 

The Park Lane – 200 Glenwood Circle #436, 

Monterey, CA 93940 

(831) 251-2782   rgenchsmith2016@gmail.com 

 

Keith Decker 

P.O. Box 5044, Carmel, CA  92921 

(831) 920-4562   actordecker@yahoo.com 

                

Elizabeth Anderson 

(360)927-0798   

EBAnderson09@gmail.com  

 
 

Club Dues for 2019 Are Now Being Accepted! 

Your dues payment of $10 a year will enable you to continue your membership and receive our 

bi-annual newsletter and event announcements by email.  The due date is February 1, 2019. 

Please mail a check made out to RLS Club of Monterey and send it to Lindy Perez, Treasurer,  

P.O. Box 51504, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.   

According to The American Journal of Medical Genetics (2000), scientists have hypothesized, 

after reviewing the letters and diaries of RLS and his family, that he suffered from hereditary 

hemorrhagic telangiectasia (HHT) or Osler-Rendu-Weber Syndrome.  This may have been the 

cause of Stevenson’s persistent respiratory complaints, recurrent pulmonary hemorrhage, and 

cerebral hemorrhage.  However, since RLS did not suffer from other symptoms of the disease 

the next step in solving the mystery of what ailed Stevenson will be to conduct DNA studies.  

One thing is certain, contrary to assumptions during his lifetime, RLS did not have tuberculo-

sis. 

What Ailed RLS? 
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