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Annual dues for membership in the RLS Club are $10.00.  Dues for 2016 need to be received prior to July 1, 2016 

in order to maintain your membership in the Club for 2016.  

If you are not currently a member but would like to join, or if you are a member but have not paid your dues for 2016, you 

may do so by mailing your check for $10.00 made out to “RLS Club” to Maureen Bianchini at 309 Mar Vista Drive,  

Monterey, CA 93940.  

  

If you have any questions about the status of your dues, please contact Maureen Bianchini by email at  

bianchini@sonic.net. 
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NEWSLETTER 

President’s MessagePresident’s Message  

 

I am happy to report that the RLS Club has gained new mem-

bers who have stepped forward to help organize and lead club 

activities and take on Club Board positions.  We welcome all 

members to share their event ideas so we can work together 

to make them a reality. Please check the Newsletter calendar 

for events.  

This year the club is off to a good start with volunteers again 

staffing the Stevenson House museum on Saturdays from 

April to September.  This year more funding is allowing State 

Parks to hold the house open on a more regular basis. Club 

members will have a chance to share their love and excite-

ment on all things RLS with park staff which is new to this ex-

perience.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank Michael Green, who 

manages the Monterey State Historic Park, for his stalwart 

support and willingness to facilitate events at the Stevenson 

House which celebrate RLS’ life and work.  We have a great 

and rare opportunity; let us make good use of it. 
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Calendar of Upcoming EventsCalendar of Upcoming Events  
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MAY 21 (SATURDAY) 4:00 TO 6:00 PM.   JOIN US ON SATURDAY MAY 21ST FROM 4-

6 PM WHEN WE CELEBRATE OUR "LOUIS AND TIGER LILLY'S"  136TH WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY!!!  WE'LL MEET IN THE STEVENSON HOUSE GARDEN  FOR 

TEA;  GOODIES;  AND A MEMORABLE RLS PRESENTATION BY THE EXTREMELY 

TALENTED KEITH DECKER.  EVERYONE IS ENCOURAGED TO WEAR A HAT. 

KINDLY RSVP BY MAY 17TH TO RUTH ANNE KROTZER AT (831)  601-1894.  SPACE 

IS LIMITED TO 32 GUESTS.  

 

JUNE 25 (SATURDAY) 4:30 TO 6:00 PM.  “MUSICAL FAVORITES” PLAYED BY MI-

CHAEL GREEN AT THE STEVENSON HOUSE.  THIS EVENT IS FREE.  

 

AUGUST 27:  SURPRISE PARTY AT THE STEVENSON HOUSE.  TIME, DATE, AND 

DETAILS TO BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE. 

 

SEPTEMBER 24 (SATURDAY) 5:00 TO 9:00 PM. ANNUAL MEETING OF THE RLS 

CLUB WITH CATERED DINNER AT HACIENDA CARMEL.  DETAILS WILL BE PRO-

VIDED BY EMAIL SHORTLY BEFORE THE DATE.  RSVP TO ROSEMARY SMITH @ 

HESMITH21@COMCAST.NET. 

 

NOVEMBER 12 (SATURDAY)1:00 PM.  UN-BIRTHDAY PARTY AT THE MONTEREY 

LIBRARY.  DETAILS TO BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE.                    

 

DECEMBER:  CHRISTMAS-IN-THE-ADOBES.  DETAILS TO BE PROVIDED AT A 

LATER DATE. 
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August Gay and The Crafts Era of the Stevenson August Gay and The Crafts Era of the Stevenson 

HouseHouse    
byby  Patrick Gallagher Patrick Gallagher   
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One of the last residents of the Stevenson House was the California Impressionist painter August François Gay. Called 

“Gus”, Gay lived and had a studio in the building from the early 1920s. Gay is known for his membership the Oakland-

based Society of Six painters.  After he moved to Monterey, members of the Society would visit him, talk art, review their 

recent work, and enjoy Gay’s Bohemian life 

style.  Kris Quist provided this sketch by Gay 

of the Stevenson House .  The original Gay 

etching plate was used to print the image.  It 

was given to the Stevenson House by the 

A.F.Gay Estate in 2007, and is in the Steven-

son House permanent museum collection.   

During the hard times of the depression, and 

especially after his marriage in 1934, Gay’s 

painting was chiefly for commission. A notable 

work of this time is the Civil Works Admini-

stration commissioned mural painting Fisher-

man for the Old Customs House, Monterey, 

which is now hanging in the Stevenson House.  

At the time of this newsletter a temporary Sa-

moan tapa cloth exhibit is obscuring the paint-

ing. And at the same time to earn a more reli-

able living, Gay turned to other crafts, wood-

working and decoration, on his own and in co-

operation with other artists and designers. 

Much of this work was done at the Stevenson 

House. 

Researching the crafts work Gay carried out 

leads to many historically interesting projects 

and enterprises. Gay made a dining room table 

and chairs for the amazingly beautiful Byzan-

tine style Crocker-Fagan house in Pebble 

Beach. Gay did gilding, wood carvings, and 

furniture-making for the Monterey Guild 

founded by the artist Effie Fortune. This group 

did highly praised liturgical interiors for 

Catholic churches, locally and around the 

country. For a Guild project at the Mission of 

San Juan Bautista, by hand Gay made 22 

pieces of Magnolia wood furniture in the Spanish Colonial style. The Monterey Guild was the only US craft group whose 

work was displayed at the 1939 Golden Gate International Exhibition on Treasure Island. 

A new chapter of Gay’s life began when interior designer Frances Elkins moved her design studio and showroom into the 

Stevenson House in the late 1930s. It may be that the presence of Gay’s workshop was a factor in her move. Gay and an 

apprentice did much furniture making for Elkins, and Gay’s wife did sewing for her. Elkins’ clients included the Royal 

Hawaiian Hotel, and many movie stars, including Edward G. Robinson and Norma Shearer. It was Elkins’ practice to 

acquire an antique piece and then have Gay or others build replicates of it for sale. 

When the state of California acquired the Stevenson House in 1941, Gay and his wife were notified that they should 

move. Gay built a house in Carmel Highlands that he and his wife lived and worked in until his death in 1948. Elkins 

was permitted to stay in the building.  During her stay fire marshals found that both floors were being used as an uphol-

stery and antique shop with bales of cotton, duck feathers and portable electric heaters.  After the end of World War II  

Elkins moved her studio and sales office to Fisherman’s Wharf and the conversion of the Stevenson House to its present 

dedication could begin. 
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Mr. Menikoff, professor emeritus, University of Hawaii, one of the world’s 

leading authorities on Robert Louis Stevenson, spoke to a full house on Sat-

urday, April 2.   The book “David Bal-

four”, which sometimes goes by the title 

“Catriona”, has been edited by Mr. 

Menikoff, and is newly published by the 

Huntington Library Press. A sequel to 

“Kidnapped”, part love story and part 

adventure, it was written a year before 

Stevenson’s death. The new edition is 

based on Stevenson’s final manuscript.  

Menikoff spoke of the English publishers 

who took liberties with original texts, 

excising many Scottish words and 

phrases. This edition is true to Steven-

son’s hand written text.  The story picks 

up where “Kidnapped” ends and contin-

ues with the education and formation of 

character of the hero, David.  One of Ste-

venson’s strongest and most interesting 

female characters is Barbara Grant, who 

befriends David and Catriona.  Interest-

ing aspects of the book are the charac-

ters who represent the law. Stevenson shows that while they are trained in 

logic, reason and truth they fall victim to greed and political ambition.  

The book, which includes beautiful N. C. Wyeth illustrations, is avail-

able at the Custom House Store.                                                                                                                                       

Barry Menikoff discusses “David Balfour” at the Stevenson Barry Menikoff discusses “David Balfour” at the Stevenson 

House April 2 House April 2  

Ten members of the Club accepted the invitation of Pati Foster for coffee at the home of  the Headmaster of the Steven-

son School followed by a tour of the campus. 

The magnificent Rosen Center has a RLS quote on large letters on the wall facing the entrance. It reads: “We admire 

splendid views and great pictures and yet what is truly admirable is rather the mind within us that gathers together 

these scattered details for delight.” 

Their collections feature Stevenson photos, pictures and writings and are centered in various locations in the school.  

There are two bronze copies of the St. Gaudens Stevenson portrait like the copy on display at the Stevenson House. In 

the dining hall is a large painting of “The Casco” and the coffee-snack bar is named “Simoneau”. 

The Club is grateful to Mrs. Foster and the school librarian for their hospitality and to Maureen Bianchini for making 

the arrangements for this visit. 

R.L.S. Club visit to Stevenson SchoolR.L.S. Club visit to Stevenson School  

October 22, 2015October 22, 2015  
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We're Glad You're Part of Our Club!!! 

Welcome to new members: Judi Adams, Paula Anderson,  Steffy Brown,  Paula Cathey,  Alice Clatterbuck,  Larry Duf-

field,  Leticia Gascoin-Ruffie,  Barry Menikoff,  Juli Mitchell,  Andrea Renzulli,  and John and Irene Sarno. 

Who is celebrating R.L.S.’s birthday ?? Might it come to the U.S.? 

We asked this question some time ago and not hearing immediately entertained the idea that if it was being neglected, it 

should pass to the President of the United States.  (You do remember that line in “Gift of a Birthday”) . 

But John Macfie, I believe, has provided the answer.  According to “the RLS Club News”, Edinburgh, Spring 2016, An-

nie’s niece, Anita, inherited the birthday because Annie had no children of her own. Anita then bequeathed the birthday 

to Heather Finn, who lives in Ireland and celebrates, quite properly we are sure, the birthday.   So now that mystery is 

solved.  At least for now. 

2015 Annual Meeting 

18 Club members attended the Annual Meeting dinner on September 12 at Hacienda Carmel’s West Room .  While sip-

ping wine, Keith Decker, actor extraordinaire, entertained with the group with Stevenson readings.   Monica Hudson 

conducted the meeting and members shared ideas for activities and gatherings for 2016. 

The following officers were elected:  Monica Hudson, Club Chair; Bende Kelly, Scribbler; Bob Jaques, Purser.  Board 

Members at Large:  Keith Decker, Lisa Van der Sluis, John Crisel, Ruth Krotzer, and Rosemary Smith. 
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Bits and PiecesBits and Pieces  

New MembersNew Members  

 

If that question resonates with you, take heart as we have the solution!  The RLS Club recently ordered 100 elegant em-

erald green ballpoint pens with the inscription "Robert Louis Stevenson Club of Monterey".  Each has a black grip for 

writing comfort and black ink.  They'd make a nice gift or token of appreciation!  At $2.00 each you'll want to buy a 

few!  Call Ruth Anne Krotzer at (831) 601-1894 to reserve yours before they're all sold!  

Where is a Pen???Where is a Pen???  


