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Calendar of Upcoming Calendar of Upcoming 

EventsEvents  

November 13 (Tuesday) 7 pm  
"Travel with RLS” in the footsteps of 

the author, panel discussion at the 

Monterey Library. (See flyer on page  

7). 

 
 

December 7 & 8 (Friday and Sat-

urday) 5pm - 9pm  
Christmas in the Adobes - Stevenson 

House Open for event. 

 

January 27, 2013 (Sunday) 1 pm 
"Robert Louis Stevenson in Monterey" 

a slide presentation and readings by 

Keith Decker. Pacific Grove Perform-

ing Arts Center. (See flyer on page  8). 

 

March 30, 2013 (Saturday) 
Stevenson House re-opens for the 

summer season. 

 

March 2013 
RLS Club party and pot luck.  Date, 

time, and location to be announced. 

Your dues make possible the Newsletter and the events that the Club sponsors.  

If you have not already paid your 2012 dues, please send a check for $10.00 made 

out to the RLS Club of Monterey to : 

Robert Louis Stevenson Club of Monterey 

P.O. Box 624 

Monterey, CA 93942 

If you have any questions about the status of your dues, please email the Club 

Treasurer at bobj83@comcast.net. 
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Our  three major goals for this year addressed. 

A big “Thank You” to all who volunteered at the Stevenson House. The RLS 

Club, alongside MSHP volunteers, has provided staffing to hold the Stevenson 

House open from 1-4pm every Saturday, and some Sundays, for the whole spring 

and summer season. Visitors from near and far had a chance to see the RLS col-

lection. It has been a delight to many travelers to find the house open and en-

counter enthusiastic staff to answer questions and interpret the treasure trove of 

RLS artifacts.  We have served approx.  1350 visitors, a count which is comprised 

of the March to September attendance (760) and the Arts in the Adobes exhibi-

tion attendance ( 579). Many of the art exhibit visitors had never before been to 

the Stevenson House and showed great interest. If you have missed out on all 

the fun this year mark your new, 2013 calendar to join the volunteers  next year. 

Our special events in May and August drew a good crowd. Members and friends 

packed the Sala almost to capacity. We always welcome feedback and new ideas 

to make these events special for you.  Let us hear what you would like to see in 

next year’s program. 

Last but not least our club archives have been added to the collection held at the 

history room of the Monterey Library. Now these archives are easily accessible to 

all. 

Let me leave you with one thought: Think of what you can do to help keep the 

RLS Club of Monterey vital and interesting? You will find the roster of board 

members at the end of this newsletter.  We  would love to hear from you, in the 

quiet days of January. Remember, it is not the destination which counts, but the 

journey. 

RLS Club President RLS Club President   

Monica Hudson’s MessageMonica Hudson’s Message  
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Every year we gather at 

the Stevenson House to 

celebrate the 1879 arrival 

of RLS in Monterey.  Ten 

years after he had arrived 

in Monterey RLS and his 

family landed in Hawaii 

after a lengthy South Pa-

cific voyage on the sailing 

ship “Casco”. His interest 

in the history and cultures 

of Polynesia was height-

ened by his close friendship 

with King David Kalakaua 

and the king’s family.  To 

commemorate this facet of 

RLS’ life Monterey State 

Historic Park, MSPA and 

the RLS Club of Monterey 

chose to present a special 

musical evening with a 

Hawaiian theme. 

The beautiful tapa cloth, which we shared with you in a previous newsletter, served as an appropriate backdrop for the 

performance.  The trio of the musical group Ho’omana, a name with means “to worship” in Hawaiian, entertained a full 

house with their  distinct sound presenting contemporary Hawaiian, Reggae and Christian melodies with beautiful 

three-part harmonies.  The wonderful  experience was rounded out with a visual treat when members of the Monterey 

branch of the Kuhai Halau hula group performed dances presenting versions of the ancient hula tradition and dances 

highlighting the evolution of the Hawai’ian hula in the 20th century. A point of pride for many of us was to have “one of 

our own”, Lisa Bradford, MSHP Interpreter, participate in the hula group of which she is a member.  Musical info. at 

www.Hoomana.com. 
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Stevenson House was selected again this year to show-

case rarely seen paintings during the Art in the Ado-

bes Festival, September 13-16, 2012.  The spacious, 

light-filled Sala was the perfect room to display the 

“Magnificent Murals” – large works from the 1920’s 

and 1930’s by artists who lived on the Monterey Pen-

insula.  Three of the murals were painted for the Cali-

fornia State Park System as part of the WPA “work 

relief” program to be hung in the Custom House.  This 

program provided work for many area artists during 

the Great Depression.  One of the artists, August Gay 

(1890-1948) lived and worked at the Stevenson House 

for nearly 20 years.  A replica of his studio was in-

stalled in the passageway leading to the Samoa Room.  

Hundreds of participants in the event had an opportu-

nity to view RLS exhibits while visiting the Stevenson 

House. 

On the final day of the festival, guest speaker Scott Powell, design historian, described the career of Frances Elkins 

whose interior design studio, known as Casa Blanca, was at the Stevenson House from 1927-1947.  The audience was 

treated to photographs of the richly adorned interior in contrast to the drab, worn, adobe wall exterior.  How fortunate 

that the French Hotel, preserved because of Robert Louis Stevenson, continues to promote our cultural past. 
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During a visit to Mon-

terey a teacher and 

RLS Club member, 

George Drury, “took 

RLS back to his 

school”. We hope that 

RLS poster, by artist 

N.J Taylor, helped 

inspire the class. Here 

is what George said 

when he sent this 

photo:  “We had a 

great time during our 

in-depth study of 

Treasure Island. All 

four classes did truly 

wonderful work with 

the book.  Please note 

RLS looking on in the 

background. That's 

one of the posters from 

our time with you in Monterey. We always read the newsletters with real interest, and we hope to return soon. ”  We say: 

“Congratulations to your students! We know you had fun with that great story !  We cheer them on to tackle other RLS 

tales and learn about the author’s life which is an incredible story in itself.” 

George is pictured in the background of the photo above with his students at the Frances W. Parker middle school.  

RLS in ChicagoRLS in Chicago  

(Photo Printed with Permission) 

Again and again we are treated to performances of incredible quality presented at this unique venue, the Stevenson 

House in Monterey. On a beautiful afternoon in May the one act play The Private Life of RLS by Scottish Author Alanna 

Knight was performed for us by two talented local actors, Laura Akard and Keith Decker. Together Keith as RLS, and 

Laura as Fanny, gave us a glimpse of what their marriage, celebrated in California in the month of May so long ago, 

would encounter. The play is the story of their lives, carefully crafted in the narrative style. It is set in their home 

Vailima, on December 3rd, 1894, where we are privy to the two of them reminiscing about their years together.  This nar-

rative format is a particularly challenging for the actors who masterfully brought us into their story through conversa-

tion, flashbacks, laughter, out bursts , and recollections. We felt the passion, the jealousy, the love and the premonition.  

The immediacy which this narrative style creates made the end, and with it RLS’ death, even more poignant. 

While the RLS Club of Monterey was tasked with brainstorming a Spring event to commemorate the month in which 

RLS married Fanny, the Club, and the public to whom these events are open, are indebted to  the Monterey State His-

toric Park, and their volunteer organization, Monterey State Parks Association, for supporting these events and for their 

dedication to keeping  the Stevenson House involved and open. 

Alanna Knight, who graciously gave us permission to stage the play, had visited the Stevenson House. A prolific author, 

many of Alanna’s books are available online, including A Violent Passion, the Love Story of RLS and Fanny Osbourne. 

A Memorable Theatrical AfternoonA Memorable Theatrical Afternoon  

at theat the  

Stevenson HouseStevenson House  
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Joe Strong Joe Strong –– A Brief look at a Bohemian Artist and  A Brief look at a Bohemian Artist and 

a Member of the RLS Entouragea Member of the RLS Entourage  
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Joseph Dwight Strong was born September 15, 1853 in Connecticut. The son of a 

minister, his childhood was spent in Honolulu with his family for a few years before 

moving to Oakland, California in 1859. He enrolled at the California School of De-

sign and later studied art in Germany.  In addition to being an artist, he was also 

an early photographer.  

In 1877, Strong briefly shared a house in Monterey, California with his sister Eliza-

beth.  He moved to the San Francisco area where he was much sought after as a 

portraitist. In 1879 he married Isobel (Belle) Osbourne, the daughter of Fanny and 

soon to be step-daughter of RLS.  Two years later Belle gave birth to a son, Austin.  

After RLS and Fanny married in 1880, Joe came up to stay with the Stevensons in 

Silverado and Calistoga.  In the famous miners' cabin, Joe drew pictures and proved 

as RLS stated "a most good-natured comrade and a capital hand at an omelette".  

The Strong family traveled to the Kingdom of Hawaii in 1882.  In 1886, King David 

Kalākaua appointed Joe the governmental artist on the expedition to Samoa. 

They say that Joe Strong had a drinking problem and was not an ideal husband; 

trying to help, RLS took him on the Equator cruise as photographer in 1889.  

Joe also came to Vailima in May 1891, but his irregular life continued to cause prob-

lems. (It is told that Strong had an affair with a Samoan girl.)  Belle finally divorced 

Joe in 1892, and thereafter RLS and Fanny wanted nothing to do with him.  His son 

Austin was legally adopted by Stevenson. Many of the diaries and letters which Ste-

venson and his family published after the divorce were edited to remove all refer-

ence to Joseph Strong, and several photographs were destroyed or altered. In 1895, 

Strong returned to San Francisco. He died on April 5, 1899. 

Three original works of art by Joe Strong are currently displayed in the Stevenson 

House including his famous portrait of Robert Louis Stevenson. 

Photos: Right: Joe Strong in 

Samoa, c 1891 (Going 

“Native”):  Stevenson House 

Collection; Below Right:  Shore 

Waling in Monterey, Joe 

Strong, Stevenson House Collection; Below Left: RLS, 1892, Joe 

Strong, Stevenson House Collection. 
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MUSEUM FOUNDATION, INC.MUSEUM FOUNDATION, INC.  
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The Mission Objective of the R.L.S. Museum/Foundation Inc. has changed very little since it was conceived and imple-

mented in the early 1990's.  At the time, the goal of honoring Tusitala by keeping his memory alive in Samoa seemed 

altruistic and academic.  As years have passed, however, and the impact of the R.L.S. Museum has been felt and docu-

mented, the ideas and dreams of the founders have been validated.  More importantly, they have been appreciated and 

lauded in and out of Samoa. 

All visitors to Samoa are important - unless, of course, they bring ill-will and/or nefarious plans to do harm.  Fortunately, 

the political and regulatory climate has safeguards in place to thwart and disarm such potentially diabolical activities.  

As part of a dangerous world, however, Samoa finds itself intimately involved in what we now call 'homeland' security.  

It makes little difference where we call 'home' today, governments, institutions and individuals have had to raise their 

awareness of potential threats from outside and inside forces who would wish to do harm. 

In spite of the realities of today's world, the resilience of Samoa continues to astound even the most skeptical.  Visitors 

see orderly villages, happy people, and the abundance of food, beautiful beaches and an ocean from which rain, sea life, 

recreation and sport continue to flow. 

The years, as they swiftly pass by, give reason to pause and reflect of activities and significant events.  Some signal 

growth and progress - others reflect the status quo.  Very few send messages of discouragement or despair - or that we 

are off track and need mid- course correction.  So it is with the R.L.S. Museum Foundation. 

Over time, it is difficult to differentiate one year from another in terms of visitors, the impact of educational activities 

and local appreciation.  School children continue to visit.  They are challenged to write themes, short stories and try 

their brains at poetry and prose.  In that way, they gain some insight regarding the primal talent that was in Tusitala's 

DNA.  They learn that he was virtually never without words swirling in disarray - needing to be organized in thoughtful 

sentences and meaningful phrases. The attitude of the students toward Tusitala, as reported by their teachers, was 

mixed, ranging from awesome appreciation to pathetic apathy. Nothing changes there. 

The RLSM had the extreme pleasure of hosting the world-wide launching of Rob Shaffer's book SAMOA - a historical 

novel.  His love for Samoa, developed over a lifetime of meaningful service to The Samoa's is reflected in his Michener-

esque works, lauded by Samoan readers and Oceania history buffs.  The characters in the book are modeled after his 

real-life hero's; but, the events he describes are taken from the real life occupations and political maneuvering from the 

pages of Samoan history and development. 

Politically, Samoa again made the international news as the Government mandated that the International Date Line be 

officially moved from the Northeast corner of Savaii to flow through the deep waters between Tutuila and Upolu.  This 

event alone called attention to Samoa and has been divisive and controversial.  But, when the international talk is about 

Samoa, the R.L.S. loyalists cannot help but remember that Tusitala was - and still is - its most famous expatriate. 

And….so went 2011.  2012 promises its own action-packed events as it heralds the 50th Anniversary of its Independence 

from the colonists who tried, in vain, to lure them away from their fiercely independent nature.  Thank you, Tusitala, for 

believing in their potential to govern themselves. 
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