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Calendar of Upcoming Calendar of Upcoming 

December 8 and 10 (Thursday & 

Saturday 

Christmas in the Adobes 

 

January 2, 2012 (Monday) Board 

Meeting (open) 

12:15 pm at Mayo Hayes  

O'Donnell Library, 155 Van Buren, 

Monterey 

 

January 7, 2012 (Saturday)  

Annual RLS Epiphany Party.  Plans 

for 2012 will be discussed and Board 

officers elected.  Watch your mail for 

details of time and location. 
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Your dues make possible the Newsletter and the events that the Club spon-

sors.  If you have not already paid your 2012 dues, please send a check for 

$10.00 made out to the RLS Club of Monterey to : 

Robert Louis Stevenson Club of Monterey 

P.O. Box 624 

Monterey, CA 93942 

 

If you have any questions about the status of your dues, please email the 

Club Treasurer at bobj83@comcast.net. 

It has been our goal to keep the memory of RLS alive here in Monterey, a 

place which played such a pivotal role in his life. As usual our August event 

was centered around RLS’ coming to Monterey.  We gathered at the Steven-

son House on August 27th, just a few days before the arrival of our “Amateur 

Emigrant” 132 years ago. What an exciting experience was in store for us - 

we were all treated to a fabulous musical journey.  The wonderful musicians 

of the group The Heartstrings had carefully selected pieces of Scottish, Irish 

and American origin. With much fun and “tongue in cheek comments” they 

took turns giving us a little background of each tune they were about to play.  

The sometimes sad and nostalgic pieces gave way to boisterous toe tapping 

reels and ballads. Song titles such as Dick Gossip, Whiskey Before Breakfast, 

Midnight on the Water, Danny Boy, Vladimir’s Steamboat, Floppy Ear Mule, 

Oh Susanna and The Devil’s Dream easily conjured up visions of our young 

friend leaving Glasgow on the ship Devonia,  bound for New York. 

We were reminded of the commotion on the ship, the dark nights on the At-

lantic ocean, the arrival in New York filled with emigrants, many of them 

Irish, the segregated train trip across the plains and the mountains full of 

men looking for adventure, anonymity or a new start, and of RLS’ arrival in 

Monterey where The Girl I left Behind and Fanny Power were about to be 

met head on. We then heard the first notes of Scotland the Brave when sud-

denly the double doors opened and a Scottish piper chimed in and made his 

way down the narrow isle, turning around taking the musicians with him 

into the night. 

Was it all a dream? It gave me an eerie feeling to be sitting there in the 

beautiful Mexican sala of the Stevenson House, where music and plays had 

been performed since the house was built, and to be so totally transported 

back to that fateful journey which RLS made so long ago. It was the kind of 

special “adventure of the mind and soul” which does not often come one’s 

way. I am so glad we were all able to share it with so many members and 

friends that day.  

Membership Dues ReminderMembership Dues Reminder  

RLS Club President RLS Club President   

Monica Hudson’s MessageMonica Hudson’s Message  
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At the September 22 gathering of the RLS Club, I had the pleasure of sharing my research on the two goat ranch-

ers who rescued Robert Louis Stevenson in 1879.  I had noticed that information about Jonathan Wright and An-

son Smith in the available literature is conflicting and confusing.  Docents at the Stevenson House and club mem-

bers needed clarity; my solution was to become an RLS history detective! 

For weeks I searched online, in libraries, and conferred with local historians in order to document the real story of 

these “true frontiersmen.”   What I discovered was fascinating. 

Both Smith and Wright grew up in the Midwest and enlisted in the military during the war with Mexico.  Both 

tried mining for gold in the Sierra foothills and migrated to Monterey during the 1850s.  Neither was a retired ship 

captain, despite repeated claims, but both were retired lighthouse keepers.  Yes, it is true; the men who saved the 

life of the son, nephew and grandson of the acclaimed lighthouse engineers of Scotland were themselves lighthouse 

workers. 

By hit and miss, I discovered that Anson Smith, the elder, had been an early assistant lighthouse keeper at Point 

Pinos on Monterey Bay, the first lighthouse built on the West Coast.  Between 1859 and 1861, Smith assisted 

Charlotte Layton, the widow of the very first lighthouse keeper, who had been killed in a shoot-out with Anastacio 

Garcia.  Soon afterwards, Jonathan Wright worked as the assistant lighthouse keeper under Andrew Wasson at 

Point Pinos.   Just imagine the conversations our recuperating RLS must have had with these lighthouse men 

turned farmers. 

They must have seemed an odd couple.  Wright was an extravert with his extended family of children and in-laws, 

influential friends, and club connections.  He was active in Republican politics and responsible for the formation of 

the first Masonic Lodge in town.  In 1893 his biography was included in a history of the central coast counties. Just 

before his death, he was celebrated by none other than the grandson of John Fremont for being one of the last sur-

viving veterans of the Mexican War. 

Anson Smith, on the other hand, stayed away from the limelight, at least after his brief legal career when he acted 

as justice and coroner during a period of infamous murders and hangings in Monterey.  He was a widower when he 

arrived in Monterey and never remarried.  He apparently fit in well with the Layton and Wright children.  For 

RLS, he was the revered physician who nursed him back to health. 

How and why the two men formed an 18 year partnership to farm 178 acres in a remote spot between Carmel Val-

ley and the Santa Lucia Mountains is unclear.  They had an orchard, a vineyard, a herd of Angora goats which 

numbered 1,000, and beehives producing honey shipped to far off places. They depended more on the bees than the 

goats for their livelihood, so bear hunting was an economic necessity. While Wright rode his wagon into Monterey 

to take care of business, tend to his girls who attended school at Colton Hall, and pick up his wife who would visit 

her sister at the Custom House, Smith stayed behind to guard the hives.  The men worked the ranch into their 

seventies and eighties.  In 1889 Anson Smith returned to his childhood home in Missouri, and died soon thereafter.  

Jonathan Wright spent his last years living on Pine Street in New Monterey, surrounded by his wife, children and 

grandchildren.   

With the support of California State Parks, the Club would like to host a special event in 2012 in order to bring 

these findings about the goat ranchers to public attention. 

The Goat Ranchers in a New LightThe Goat Ranchers in a New Light  
by Lindy Perez, Club Historian 
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Did Robert Louis Stevenson Ever Meet Mark Did Robert Louis Stevenson Ever Meet Mark 

Twain? Twain? --and Other Biographical Bywaysand Other Biographical Byways  
A Talk by Roger G. Swearingen 
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Stranger than Fiction: Dracula, Robin Hood, and Stranger than Fiction: Dracula, Robin Hood, and 

Jekyll & Hyde Set to Do BattleJekyll & Hyde Set to Do Battle  

Pulp Trivia  

 

The 161st Unbirthday Party held at the Monterey Public 

Library on November 8, 2011, offered two wonderful 

treats: a delicious Unbirthday cake and a fascinating talk 

by Stevenson scholar Roger Swearingen.  

 

The talk, which preceded the cake, explored the relation-

ship between Robert Louis Stevenson and Mark Twain. 

Swearingen pointed out similarities in life experiences 

and subject matter as well as biographical highlights from 

each of their lives, but this was all prologue. What people 

wanted to know was whether they had ever met, and 

Swearingen gave the audience the answer it wanted to 

hear. 

 

After exchanging correspondence, the two famous authors 

met face to face in Washington Square Park in Lower 

Manhattan. And what did they talk about? As Twain later recounted in his autobiography, the two men talked 

about fame. Each a superstar in his own right, the two shared the common experience of attracting the attention 

and adoration of people they didn’t even know. There was no Access Hollywood then or Page Six, but they found 

themselves contending with some of the same things that celebrities encounter today, and they talked about it. 

Publisher Mohawk Media has released the first issue of its digital comic book series, Dracula vs. Robin Hood vs. 

Jekyll & Hyde.  Dracula vs. Robin Hood vs. Jekyll & Hyde is written by Chris Bunting who says: “I’ve already 

written a few famous farces, but this is something extra special: bringing a number of world-famous characters 

together for the ultimate showdown.  My other goal was to redress the mistreatment these characters have so of-

ten received. Robin Hood isn’t portrayed here as the gallant hero he obviously never was, and Dracula is closer in 

tone to the original than perhaps ever before. As for Jekyll and Hyde, he was the main inspiration for the Hulk. 

Because of this, it never felt right that the Hulk was always portrayed as bigger and stronger… until now.  But 

this isn’t just a horror tale, it’s full of supernatural, sci-fi, superheroics – and 

good old-fashioned scraps.  It’s a clash of genres as much as it is a clash of 

the characters who embody and represent those genres.” 

 

Editor Stuart Buckley adds: “It feels right for a British writer to bring these 

British-born legends together through a British publisher. The characters’ 

quintessential ‘Britishness’ won’t be lost in translation as it so often has 

been in the past.  As a result, we expect this series to have major global ap-

peal. Like many readers, we miss the days when a clash between the likes of 

the Thing and the Hulk generated far more interest than publicity stunts 

which seem to get in the way of solid storytelling, like ‘killing off’ the hero. 

We hope to bring that kind of excitement back.” 

Dracula vs. Robin Hood vs. Jekyll & Hyde #1 is a twenty-page issue, and is available to order now in various digi-

tal formats via the Eco Comics store: www.mohawkmedia.co.uk/ecocomics for $1.95. 
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Loss of a Friend Loss of a Friend --  Ernest James MehewErnest James Mehew  

23 September 1923 23 September 1923 -- 24 October 2011 24 October 2011  

By Roger G. Swearingen  

Ernest James Mehew, the world's pre-eminent authority on the nineteenth-

century Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson, died peacefully in his sleep 

on 24 October 2011, a month after his eighty-eighth birthday. For approxi-

mately the last year, he had resided with his wife of more than fifty years, 

Joyce, in an Edgware, Middlesex nursing home to provide her with support 

and companionship in her progressive and losing struggle with advanced-age 

dementia. She survives him; the Mehews had no children. 

Ernest Mehew was born on 23 September 1923 at Bluntisham, Huntingdon 

and educated at Huntingdon Grammar School. In June 1942, at the age of 

eighteen, he joined the British Army and served with the Royal Army Ord-

nance Corps in the UK, France, Belgium, and India. Already fond of Steven-

son from his school days, it was Janet Adam Smith's 1938 biographical 

study, Mehew later recalled, that in 1942 made him a serious student of the 

author. After his time in the army, Mehew joined the Civil Service in 1947 

and served in the Foreign Office, the Ministry of Food, and (for most of his 

distinguished thirty-year career) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, 

and Food. He retired in 1983 at the level of Principal (G7). 

He took advantage of his hour-long commute on the Bakerloo Line of the 

London Underground to and from his home in Stanmore to read not only 

everything that Stevenson himself wrote but practically everything that Ste-

venson himself had read, and everything that had been written about him or 

about his family, his friends, and his times - whenever possible, from primary sources. Mehew's knowledge was, as 

a result, encyclopaedic, not narrow, and besides frequent visits to second-hand bookshops in Charing Cross Road, 

he and his wife Joyce (herself a keen student of the period, and of the English author Maurice Baring) spent many 

a weekend searching bookshops for still more about Stevenson - notably in Peter Eaton's sprawling establishment 

at Lilies near Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire and, later, in the many bookshops in Hay-on-Wye. The collection of 

books, periodical versions, reminiscences, and much else, soon filled every available corner of the house and attic. 

From the early 1950s, in part from his letters to the Times Literary Supplement correcting errors and omissions 

and setting the record straight, often for the first time, Mehew became recognized not only for his knowledge of 

Stevenson but of the late nineteenth-century literary scene generally. Forming life-long friendships in the process, 

he helped with Janet Adam Smith's editions of Stevenson's Collected Poems (1950, 1971), with the British edition 

of J. C. Furnas's biography of Stevenson, Voyage to Windward (1952), and with Rupert Hart-Davis's major edition 

of Oscar Wilde's letters (1962). “Mr. Mehew has unearthed several dozen letters unknown to me”, Hart-Davis 

wrote in his introduction, “besides doing the most acute detective work on behalf of the footnotes: any of them that 

seem particularly ingenious, amusing or recondite can safely be attributed to him, while Mrs Joyce Mehew's exten-

sive knowledge of the Bible has proved invaluable”. He was a mentor, too, to a younger generation of scholars, no-

tably the Stevenson bibliographer Roger G. Swearingen whom he first met in 1969 when Swearingen was in 

graduate school, and with whom he maintained an active friendship and correspondence for more than forty years, 

practically to the day of his death. 

In 1966 Mehew was asked by Yale University Press to comment on an edition of Stevenson's letters then in prepa-

ration by Professor Bradford A. Booth. Mehew submitted a commentary so lengthy, useful, authoritative, and de-

tailed that he was asked to become assistant editor of the Yale letters - a task which became his alone when Pro-

fessor Booth died suddenly on 1 December 1968. 

The eight volumes of The Letters of Robert Louis Stevenson, published twenty-five years later in 1994 and 1995, 

included more than 2,800 letters, almost two-thirds of them never before published. Mehew's careful  
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transcriptions, dating, and detailed and incisive annotations, together with his introduction and linking commen-

taries, not only placed the study of Stevenson upon a whole new foundation of fact, but also set a standard for the 

scholarly editing and accessible presentation of such material that will never be surpassed. It is a testimony to the 

thoroughness and completeness of Mehew's work that in the fifteen years since the publication of the Yale Letters, 

fewer than a dozen new letters have come to light, none of them of any great importance, and that the physical lo-

cations of only a dozen or so other letters, then untraced, have now become known.   

Mehew's Selected Letters of Robert Louis Stevenson (1997) is an engaging and balanced selection illuminated 

throughout by Mehew's introduction, annotations, and linking commentary. The result, in effect, is an authorita-

tive and highly readable short biography. Another masterpiece of compression and detail is Mehew's entry on Ste-

venson in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (2004). 

In addition to his work on Stevenson's letters, Mehew also - somehow - found time to respond positively and in de-

tail in the TLS, 13 November 1970, to Graham Greene's observation that Stevenson's comic novel written in col-

laboration with his stepson Lloyd Osbourne, The Wrong Box (1889), had never been published correctly. This was 

indeed the case, and the book was a special favourite of Mehew's. He was an enthusiastic, contributing member of 

The Wrong Box Club that dined annually in London for some years in the 1960s - and his definitive edition of The 

Wrong Box appeared in 1989. 

Mehew's thoroughness and passionate commitment to accuracy earned him, at times, an undeserved reputation for 

irascibility. All he ever wanted was that people get things right. He was disappointed when they did not, and took 

great pains to correct errors wherever he found them. A striking example was his meticulous, detailed riposte to 

Frank McLynn’s biography of Stevenson in an article, 2 July 1993, and subsequent correspondence in the TLS. 

Like Stevenson himself, Mehew had an unlimited respect and thirst for knowledge - and no patience at all with 

prejudice, errors or with what RLS called “Bummkopfery”, whether in the form of laboured pedantry or its flourish-

ing modern counterpart, academic ingenuity. Scholars worldwide benefited from Mehew's never-failing willingness 

to answer questions and to suggest improvements, however disconcerting to one's self-esteem his helpful comments 

might occasionally have been at first. The only goal was to get things right. 

In recognition of his life's work, in July 1997 the University of Edinburgh awarded Mehew an Honorary Doctor of 

Letters, noting in the citation that with no academic affiliation Ernest Mehew “has achieved . . . a contribution to 

literary studies which would be the envy of many a university-based academic, and has done so with a generosity 

to others and a self-effacing modesty which are the marks of a true scholar”. In 1999, Dr Mehew was elected as one 

of the 500 Fellows of the Royal Society of Literature. 

Scholars and friends worldwide mourn his loss while celebrating his lasting and extraordinary achievements. 

The Return To Treasure IslandThe Return To Treasure Island  

A Book Review by Maureen Bianchini 

The Return to Treasure Island is a spell binding little book that has a somewhat 

reformed Long John Silver luring Jim Hawkins back to Treasure Island to find 

Flint’s hoard of silver (indicated on the treasure map of the original story) that had 

been passed over for Flint’s " bulk of treasure" by Spyglass Hill. 

During their new adventure they find another map to an old Chinese treasure in 

Havana, which leads them to a new quest. With the help of a couple of exotic young 

girls they scheme and outwit their way through adventures that RLS would have 

loved.  The author is Raymond Barnett, PhD, a graduate of Harvard and Yale, who 

is fluent in Chinese and has traveled extensively in China and the Caribbean. A 

Professor emeritus of biology at Chico State College, this is his third book. 

His book is available at the Cooper Store or from his website 

www.raymondbarnett.com 


